Are you from:

Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia or the Czech Republic?

or

Bulgaria and Romania?

Have you lost your accommodation or are you sleeping rough or at risk of sleeping rough?

The Facts

If you are from:  

Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia or the Czech Republic and were previously in continuous legal employment for 12 months or more then you may be entitled to support with income and housing.  

You should contact the following for advice and assistance and to make an appointment:

Jobcentre Plus, St Nicholas House, St Nicholas Street, Hereford 

01432 363636

Housing Advice Team, Franklin House, 4 Commercial Road, Hereford

01432 261600.
You must have worked legally in the UK for 12 months or more, without a break, before you will have full rights of free movement and no longer need to register on the Worker’s Registration Scheme.  Self employed workers do not need to register on the Worker’s Registration Scheme.

If you are CURRENTLY working AND are registered on the Workers Registration Scheme (or have been working for less than 1 month or can show you have applied to register) then you are eligible for housing advice and assistance and should contact:

Housing Advice Team, Franklin House, 4 Commercial Road, Hereford

01432 261600.
What happens if I have a break in employment?

If you are working and have not worked legally in the UK for 12 months or more, without a break, then you will have ‘no recourse to public funds’ which means you will not be eligible for support with income or housing.  The only duty the Council has is to provide you with advice.

What happens if I have no home, no income and ‘no recourse to public funds?

1. If you are destitute and likely to resort to sleeping rough then you may be able to get assistance and support to return home as you have no legal right to remain in the UK.

2. You can receive advice and assistance to help you secure formal employment.

You can contact

Housing Advice Team at your local Council for further information.  

You will be asked your name, date of birth, details of your situation and proof of ID, for monitoring purposes.

If you are still destitute following advice and assistance you will have no option but to return home. 

The Facts

If you are you from:  Bulgaria or Romania

You are entitled to enter the UK for up to three months freely after three months you will need to get permission to work and can only stay in the UK longer than three months without a work permit if you are:

1. a student

2. self employed

3. self sufficient

4. have completed 12 months continuous employment in the UK

5. are married to a UK national

6. are a family member of an EU citizen

If you cannot show you fit into one of the above categories, you may be breaking the law by staying in the UK more than three months and will not qualify for support with income or housing.

Rough Sleeping

Please remember that sleeping rough is not a safe activity and can make you more vulnerable to bronchial and other illnesses, particularly in cold weather.  If you are found rough sleeping it is likely you will be moved on and given information on how to access advice services.

If you have no work or accommodation and have no funds to enable you to finance a return home there may be support available to help you do so.

An interpreting service is available on request.

